Chapel Resource:  PWOC Sunday



PWOC Sunday is an opportunity for each chapter to work closely with the chaplain and chapel staff to provide a meaningful worship service.  The following sample service educates non-participants about PWOC and promotes enthusiasm to learn more.  Here are some suggestions to help prepare for PWOC Sunday.
· Meet with the chaplain in the summer to ask if it would be possible to have a PWOC Sunday during the next fiscal year.

· After a date is chosen, share the following service and ask how it might be adapted to meet the needs of your chapel.

· Provide timely information for bulletin printing.

· Involve as many PWOC women as possible in the service.

· Prepare copies of the PWOC brochure (available on the PWOC website) to distribute to the congregation.  Consider including a copy of the local PWOC calendar, or the local newsletter.

· Provide a "favor" for the anticipated number of attendees if the PWOC budget permits.  A suggested favor for this program would be a polished stone (reasonably priced at most craft stores in large quantities) with a small slip of paper attached citing Psalm 37:4 and Ezekiel 36:26.

· Plan well in advance so arrangements can be made to receive a designated offering for regional/national PWOC.

· Follow up with a note of appreciation to the chaplain and chapel staff for their help and support.

suggested order of service

Call to Worship
Sing the PWOC song for this year’s theme:  “I Give You My Heart,” or the theme hymn, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.”  

Senior Chaplain’s Welcome

PWOC President’s Opening Comments

Good morning, and thanks so much for giving the __________________ PWOC the privilege to provide a program today.  Protestant Women of the Chapel is a multi-denominational women’s ministry that began in Europe in the 1950’s, and has grown steadily in the United States.

The aims of PWOC have been consistent from the beginning.

· To LEAD women to accept Christ as personal Savior and Lord.

· To TEACH women the history, beliefs, and the programs of the Church, all built on a solid foundation of worship and Bible study.

· To DEVELOP in women the skills of evangelism, stewardship, and social service against a backdrop of personal spiritual development.

· To INVOLVE women in the work of the Chapel in keeping with their interests and abilities.

Today, PWOC–USA stretches across 6 regions, extending from Alaska to Puerto Rico, and from the Atlantic to the island nations of the Pacific.  More than 130 chapters are active on Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine installations.  Your designated offering today will help defray the cost of the National Conference, as well as Traveling Training Teams who will provide training and resources for local installations in the spring.

The__________________ PWOC, meets each (day that PWOC meets) at (time) for worship and Bible study.  We also sponsor general monthly meetings and retreats in the fall and spring.  We thank you for your support of this vital ministry.

Praise and Worship

Suggested songs for a contemporary service:
I Give You My Heart 
Sole Desire
The Heart of Worship
Above All
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
As the Deer
Create in Me a Clean Heart
Change My Heart, O God
Purify My Heart
Jesus, Draw Me Close
My Life Is in You, Lord 
Reign in Me
Cry of My Heart
Psalm 19
Potter’s Hand
Open the Eyes of My Heart
Suggested hymns for a traditional service:

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
To God Be the Glory
Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee
Rejoice, You Pure in Heart
Spirit of the Living God 
More Love to Thee
Give Me, O Lord, an Understanding Heart
I Am Thine, O Lord
Have Thine Own Way, Lord
Be Thou My Vision, O Lord of My Heart
Prayer Requests and Prayer

Offering
Suggested special music for solo or group:
Delight My Heart (Twila Paris, on her True North CD)

Scripture Reading
Each year PWOC-USA prayerfully seeks God to choose a theme verse that will provide a unified spiritual focus.  Our 2004-2005 theme is “Delight in the Lord,” and the theme verse is Psalm 37:4.

PWOC Devotional Speaker—Presentation of the Theme Verse
The Transformed Heart
What does it mean to “delight yourself in the Lord”?  Webster’s dictionary says that to delight means “to take great pleasure in; to give keen enjoyment; to give joy or satisfaction.”

I think we would agree that as believers we find great pleasure in God, and that knowing Him brings us joy and satisfaction.  But the Biblical definition has a different emphasis than you might think.  The Hebrew word for “delight” means soft, moldable, pliable.  Something moldable and soft is easily shaped and changed.

Have you ever handled a lump of clay?  The clay seems hard and resistant at first.  But then as an artist works the clay, it warms and softens allowing the artist to mold it into the chosen vessel.  That’s not unlike the process we go through in the hands of God.  

We might be resistant at first, but as we delight in God, we become pliable and moldable in His hands.  God takes our old heart and transforms it into a heart like His.  He takes what we thought were the desires of our heart, and creates in us desires that match His will. Through our delight in the Lord, God is at work shaping us into the image of Christ.

Paul said in Galatians 4:19
…I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you,
The word translated “form” in this verse is a Greek word that means to form or to fashion.  A similar word is used by Paul when he told the Christians in Rome that God had “predestined them to be conformed into the likeness of His Son.” (Italics mine, Romans 8:29)  Both words were originally used of artists who shaped their material into an image.  Paul is using imagery that is consistent throughout Scripture— the Master Potter sculpting and shaping clay into the form He desires.  And that’s exactly the process of delighting in the Lord.  God chooses our unique purpose and destiny—His unique will for our lives—and we delight to yield to the Potter’s hands.
As we surrender our hearts to God, He clears away any confusion about what we desire.  He opens our hearts to the understanding that our one overriding desire is for more of Him.  At that point Psalm 37:4 takes on fresh significance.

When God is the focus of our delight, He becomes the focus of our desire.
John Eldridge, in his book, Journey of Desire, gives a beautiful example of what happens in the heart of the person who places his delight in the Lord.

You may have heard an orchestra tuning up before a concert.  It sounds like total chaos—oboes, cello, French horns, dozens of instruments all sounding off, everyone doing his own thing.  Trills, groans, whistles, thumps—an absolute cacophony.  This is how our desires seem most of the time.  But then the first violin plays a long high C, and slowly, all the other instruments join in.  They become focused, centered, ready to perform.  Such is what happens with the chaos of our desires when we turn our souls to God in worship.  All other desires find their place as we give God his Place.

The key to Psalm 37:4 is cultivating a heart that beats in agreement with the Divine Heart.

David wrote Psalm 37, and he knew first hand what it was like to be molded and shaped by God. In fact, God called David “a man after His own heart.” (1 Samuel 13:14) In the book of Acts, God’s testimony about David is that “he will do everything I want him to do.”  (13:22) David was clay in the Potter’s Hand.
Having a heart that pleased God was David’s life pursuit.  David delighted in the Lord.  He wasn’t a perfect man and the Bible doesn’t hide his faults, but he was a man who loved God and pursued Him all his days.  As a result, David knew the power of God to transform a heart. 

When “heart” is used in Scripture, it refers to the part of our being where we desire, deliberate, and decide.  It’s the center of a person, making up his feelings, desires, passions, spiritual activity, understanding and will.  And it’s the place God targets for transformation.

Isn’t it interesting that the God who never changes is all about change in us?  He can’t help it.  He changes everything He touches.  God is passionate about creating in us our highest possible good, but it can’t happen without change.  And He challenges us to cooperate with Him in the transformation process.  What happens in the heart God transforms?

A Transformed Heart is a New Heart 
Ezekiel 36:26 is a powerful verse.
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you;
I will remove from you your heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh.

Heart surgery, once unheard of, is common place today.  Cardiologists even perform heart transplants, sometimes with less than positive results.  But God is the Master Cardiologist.  His heart transplants are always successful.

This verse says that He will give us a new heart.  He will remove the heart of stone and replace it with a heart of flesh. The old heart, the heart of stone is lifeless.  It can’t receive or dispense the flow of blood.  It is hardened and impenetrable.  It can’t be shaped and molded, and it isn’t sensitive to the Spirit of God. This is what Paul says about the person who doesn’t know God.

They are darkened in their understanding
and separated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them
due to the hardening of their hearts.
Ephesians 4:18
When we enter into His covenant through the blood of His Son, the old, hardened, dead heart is cut away, and removed.  It no longer exists. In contrast, the new heart is a “heart of flesh.”  It pulses.  It takes in and pumps out life.  It’s soft and tender.  It responds to the Spirit of God, and it complies with the will of God.
The heart of stone and the heart of flesh have nothing in common.  The Hebrew word for “new” means “ a fresh new thing. “  But it not only means fresh and new as in the opposite of the old. It also means fresh and new in the sense of never having existed before. A brand new heart is a creative miracle of God.  What’s our part in this creative miracle?

When a patient receives a heart transplant, what‘s expected of the patient?  Does he give advice to the surgeon?  Does the surgeon look to the patient for help?  I don’t think so.  The patient’s only responsibility is to trust his doctor. The patient doesn’t have to understand the technicalities of heart surgery.  He only needs to put himself in the hands of the surgeon.  The same is true when God does the surgery.  Ezekiel 36:26 makes it clear. God says:

I will give you a new heart.
I will put a new spirit in you.  
I will remove the heart of stone. 
I will give you a heart of flesh.

Only God can change a heart.  But only we can let Him.  

A father and his young son were watching a parade in London, England.  Because of the chilling wind, they stepped inside a small store to watch through the window.  Pretty soon a regiment of British troops marched by, and the man exclaimed, "My, aren't those Redcoats pretty!" But the little boy replied, "They aren't red, they’re white. If you don't believe me, just squat down here and look." 

Just to prove the little fellow was wrong, his Daddy got down on his knees and looked out the window. To his amazement the coats were not red; they looked white. This is what had happened. There was a red band of glass around the storefront window eye level with the little boy.  When a red object is viewed through a red piece of glass, the red object loses its red color to our eyes. It appears white.  The same thing is true of the sinful heart viewed through the blood of Jesus.

…Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow…
Isaiah 1:18

The blood of Jesus makes everything new.  When we are in Christ Jesus, we are new creations; the old has gone, and the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). God gives us a new heart, we become new creations in Him and one day He will give us a new name. This is what Revelation 2:17 tells us:
…To him who overcomes…I will also give him a white stone
with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

In the ancient law courts white and black stones were used for registering the verdict of juries, black for condemnation, white for acquittal.  Can you imagine being on trial for something that carries the death penalty?  What’s worse, can you imagine what it might feel like to be on trial and to know you’re guilty?  The verdict is in.  You expect to receive the black stone of condemnation, but instead, you’re given the white stone of acquittal.  Imagine the relief!  Imagine the shock when you realize that someone else took your place and died in your stead.

That’s what Jesus did for us.  A white stone awaits those who place their hearts in God’s hands.  God is in the business of granting life.  He offers us a heart transplant.  No matter how wounded, how troubled, how cracked your heart is at the moment, rejoice in the fact that God is greater than our hearts (I John 3:20).  He can take any heart and make it new again.  If you’ve not experienced the miracle of a new heart, why not believe Him to do that for you today?
A Transformed Heart is a Devoted Heart
God doesn’t stop with giving us a new heart.  Our new heart still has some of the wounds of our former life, so God once again targets our hearts for change.   Spiritual maturity is a molding process towards a solitary aim—an undivided heart—a heart fixed on Him. David cried out to the Lord to give him an undivided heart.  And God obviously did that for David, because he declared in another Psalm:

One thing I ask of the LORD,
this is what I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to seek him in his temple.

Psalm 27:4

David fixed his heart on one goal—to seek God as His priority.  David gave his son, Solomon, the same advice.  He told him to devote his heart and soul to seeking the Lord (1 Chronicles 22:19).  The original word for “devote” means to place, to add, to send forth, to fasten.  It suggests the idea of “fastening something in place.”  What David was telling his son, Solomon, to do was to bind his heart to seeking the Lord.  It could even be expressed in stronger terms.  Rivet your heart to serving the Lord.

David’s heart was firmly fastened to the heart of God.  Where is your heart fastened?  Christ gives us a definitive way to find our heart’s attachments.  He says in Matthew that where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (6:21).  Our hearts are attached to our treasure.  So the question becomes, “What do we treasure?”  Is there something or someone in your life more important than Christ?   Most of us want a whole work of God in our lives, but we can’t have a whole work of God with half hearted devotion towards Him.
The good news is that a heart securely fastened to Him is made possible by God’s work in us.  He gives both the strength and the desire to do what’s pleasing to Him.  When He commands us to delight in Him, He also supplies the delight.  When He invites us to seek Him with a devoted heart, He provides the devotion.  He wants to be glorified through our lives.  And as John Piper puts it, God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.

D.L. Moody was a man that God greatly used as an Evangelist in the 19th Century. One incident that deeply impacted his life and ministry was a simple but profound statement by Henry Varley:

"The world has yet to see what God can do with and for and through and in a man who is fully and wholly consecrated to Him."
D.L. Moody was greatly moved by that statement and was determined to be that man. God greatly blessed that commitment and used D.L. Moody in a powerful way.  2 Chronicles 16:9 tells us that

…the eyes of the of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.
God is looking for men and women whose hearts are firmly fixed on Him—people who trust Him to do anything He desires with their lives. God is eager to work powerfully through a heart totally devoted to Him, completely satisfied in Him.
A Transformed Heart is a Willing Heart
David gave his son, Solomon, more good advice.  He not only instructed him to serve God with a devoted heart, he also directed him to serve God with a willing mind (1 Chronicles 28:9).  The word “willing” means to take delight in.  But it also means to choose, to bend, to bow.  Does that definition have a familiar ring?  Bend and bow sounds very similar to moldable and pliable, doesn’t it?

The bottom line is that neither the new heart, nor the devoted heart will happen without the willing heart.  God won’t violate our will.  A willing heart responds to God’s invitation to experience new life.  A willing heart is riveted to the heart of God, sensitive and submissive to what God desires.  A willing heart resolves to do things God’s way, putting aside selfish ambition and yielding to a higher purpose.  People with willing hearts not only embrace God’s will, but embrace God’s method of accomplishing His will.
David was anointed King of Israel when he was a young boy.  But many years went by before his spiritual anointing resulted in a crown on his head.  During those long years of waiting, David had several opportunities to take matters into his own hands—to accelerate the process—but he chose not to.  In fact, over and over in Scripture we find these words:  “David inquired of the Lord.”  David’s ascension to the throne was on God’s terms, not his.  And David wouldn’t have it any other way, because he knew that God’s way is always best.  His willing heart recognized the right thing to do and he did it.  

Picture a man departing from Cincinnati on his way to San Francisco, turning his car toward the east instead of the west. He realizes his mistake, but doesn’t want to turn around; and so, in spite of regrets and resolutions and protests that he wants to go to the Pacific, he one day ends up confronted by the Atlantic. This is a ridiculous scenario, but it illustrates the heart that knows what to do, but is unwilling to do it.  It characterizes the person who says they have a willing heart to do things God’s way, but sets out in another direction.
David prayed for God to give him a “willing spirit” (Psalm 51:12).  And it can be our prayer as well. God doesn’t intrude beyond the point of our surrender, but He performs the miraculous through the person who is willing.  

And perhaps the greatest miracle of all is what happens to the “clay of our hearts” in God’s hands.  He softens, and molds.  He eliminates the trivial and the unnecessary.  He polishes and smoothes. He works the clay in His expert manner, shaping and forming it into the image He desires.  And when He’s finished, it looks a lot like Jesus.

Skit

A New Heart:  After “Sally” sings a chorus of I Surrender All, close with the entire congregation joining in.  Follow up with an invitation to those who would like to receive Christ or pray at the altar.
Benediction

This resource was prayerfully prepared by Becky Shirey, Titus II Advisor of PWOC-USA and PWOC Southeast.
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