PWOC HOSPITALITY RESOURCE: TEA BASKET MINISTRY



A Tea Basket Ministry provides a warm and special way for PWOC women to reach out to their sisters—whether of not they attend PWOC—to let them know they’re being thought about and that prayers are being offered up on their behalf. Each tea basket includes items such as tea bags, hot cocoa, instant coffee/mocha, biscotti, muffins, cookies, an inspirational book or journal for the recipient to keep, and a note that addresses the need of the recipient along with Scriptures relevant to that need.
A PWOC participant could request to have a Tea Basket delivered to anyone on the installation for many varied reasons.  You might want to provide encouragement for a woman who has been home bound for weeks with sick children, or whose husband is deployed, or whose adult child or parent is in crisis, etc.  When someone loses a loved one, a tea basket can be sent with a note of condolence.  It can be sent to someone who has really touched your heart in a special way as a gift of thanks. Above all else, a Tea Basket sends the message, “You are loved, and we are praying for you….”

This ministry provides many opportunities to involve more women from the PWOC body in service to others – by serving as one of the Tea Basket "ministers", or donating baskets and teas, providing baked goods, or stamping note cards etc.

Tips for Setting Up A Tea Basket Ministry

· Identify a couple of women who would like to “manage” the ministry.

· Start with 7 to10 baskets (depending on the size of your installation) – donated by PWOC participants. Put out the word that all shapes and sizes of baskets are welcome!

· Have women donate items like tea bags/cocoa/coffee and muffin mixes or plan ahead to purchase them through your PWOC budget.

· Purchase copies of a small gift book like “Praying God’s Promises” or any of the various books currently available with short stories of inspiration.  Journals are another meaningful gift that can be purchased relatively inexpensively.  These items can also be donated by participants or factored into your budget.

· Provide blank note cards, or note cards with short inspirational verses.

· Set a “sample” basket out during PWOC meetings along with a "basket book"/ log women can write in to request a basket for someone.

Responsibilities of the Tea Basket Minister

· Keep supplies on hand.
· Bake the muffins/cookies/biscotti or recruit assistance from other women in the body.  Baked goods not used the week they are provided can be frozen for future use.
· Set out a sample tea basket at PWOC meetings to remind women they are available along with a journal/ basket book for women to write in delivery requests.
· Pray about the note and the Scripture that should accompany each basket.
· Deliver the baskets to the requested recipients.
Procedure
· Women can request a basket by calling one of the "Tea Basket Ministers" or by writing the request in the permanent Tea Basket Book that is available at PWOC meetings.  The requester writes her name and phone number in the book, and the tea basket minister calls her to find out who the basket is for and the reason it is being sent.  The reason should not be detailed.
· The woman requesting the basket delivery can write a note to the recipient herself and select the related scriptures passages, or she can ask the tea basket minister to do that. She needs to make arrangements to get the note to the Tea Basket Minister if she elects to write it herself.   If the Tea Basket Minister is asked to provide the note, she should spend some time in prayer about it (and the accompanying Scripture) and should deliver the basket within 24 hours of the request being made.  She should not enter the house when she delivers a basket.  Her aim is simply to bless the recipient- not to surprise her with an unannounced guest.
· A small note should be permanently attached to the basket explaining to the recipient that everything in the basket is a gift to her, and that it would be appreciated if the basket itself were returned to PWOC the following week so that others can continue to be blessed by the ministry.  Provide a contact number for someone from the Tea Basket Ministry who can pick up the basket if the recipient is unable to attend PWOC the following week.
This ministry provides an act of hospitality that can serve as both an in-reach to the PWOC body and an outreach to others in the community.  Hearts are touched for Christ through this simple, warm gesture.  Be sure to publish your Tea Basket Ministers’ contact information in your weekly announcements and/or your PWOC newsletter so that the PWOC body knows who to call to request a tea basket delivery.

This resource was compiled by Sandy Brace, current President of the Ft. Irwin, CA PWOC, where the idea for this ministry was first conceived.
Hospitality Tea Basket Ministry Cards

The following are examples of cards you may want to use with your Tea Basket Ministry.  Adjust the wording to suit your PWOC.  You may want to glue the first card to a piece of card stock.  Attach the card to your basket with raffia, ribbon or lace.  The second card is an example of a note to include with the gift and may be written by the person requesting the basket or by the tea basket minister.
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This basket has been prayerfully prepared for you by Sisters in Christ at PWOC.  So that we may continue this ministry to all women at this installation,  please return the empty basket to the Chapel on ___________ morning or call ________________for pick up.

God Bless You!!



front of card
inside of card
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God Bless You
	Do not be anxious for anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7

My Dear Friend,


I pray that during this difficult time you will be comforted and that this Bible verse, which I call my “recipe for peace,” will help you to find God’s peace, which surpasses all our understanding.

I love you very much,
Your Sister in Christ
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