Participation Resource:  Saying “Farewell”



Well-crafted words can be powerful and can have a positive shaping influence on our lives for years to come.  The final words someone imparts have even additional importance, often summarizing life principles and encouraging others to continue the good fight.  Jesus’ farewell words to his disciples in John 13-17 are a wonderful example of condensing all His ministry teachings down to a manageable mission while motivating his friends in love.
Well-said goodbyes among sisters in Christ can be equally memorable.  In fact, the saying of “farewell” during a PWOC meeting can be a gift in and of itself.  Such a gift of thoughtful closure can testify to God’s goodness as well as spark hope and anticipation for what the Lord has in the future.  We have a unique opportunity in the military culture to isolate a short period of someone’s life and affirm a sister’s value before the Master and to the Body.  The regular PCS rotation schedule creates this natural time of assessment and reflection.  To farewell a PWOC sister stands as a strategic opportunity to reaffirm God’s sovereignty and remind them of His plans and purposes for them.

Intention and CARE should characterize our planning as we farewell sisters.  We must be intentional in following Christ’s example as He said good-bye to His dear friends.  We see in John 13-17 that Jesus was very purposeful about saying good-bye.  He set aside a specific time together with them to speak words of comfort, encouragement and hope for the future.  As PWOC sister Sue Huggler wrote, “The result of a good farewell is that the love you have shared is affirmed.  Saying good-bye, as Christ did, comforts the loss and speaks truth about the relationship which frees us to move on to love others and build new relationships.”  We must be intentional in planning closure with each PWOC sister.

Using Christ as our example, then, we must take CARE to hold up every sister as a precious life and heir to the throne of grace; especially during the times of transition from one place of growth to another.  The following acrostic models how to show Christ’s loving care for each individual as we say farewell.

C-Closure
A-Affirmation
R-Release
E-Extending Appreciation

Closure:  We bring sweet closure to our sister’s chapter of life when we set aside a small amount of time to honor her in word and deed.  For some, this may be to encourage her to continue to “press on” to know the Lord better and a specific time of closure affords her a public moment to give God the glory for what He has done while she has served in that PWOC body.  Creating a time for closure allows her to express her emotions, formally close doors of responsibilities and expectations, then begin to look to the next door of opportunity.

Affirmation:  We affirm what the Lord has done in her life and what He will continue to do in keeping with His promise to her in Philippians 1:6, “that He will be faithful to complete that which He has begun.”  Several sisters who have had the privilege of watching her joys and struggles may accompany her before the Body.  For the sake of time, one sister should take a few moments to highlight what God has done in this dear one’s life and perhaps how God has used her while in the group.  His power and purpose is what is exalted in this time of reflection.

Careful tracking of the departure schedule for ladies is very important.  It would not be prudent to farewell one nominal PWOC attender on the same morning that a woman who has sacrificed much for years is farewelled.  In every way, preserve the dignity and integrity of each lady, while at the same time bestowing honor on those deserving of it.  By intentionally staggering these different kinds of farewells, chapters can best bless the individual servants.  Take an appropriate time for each woman who is leaving, affirming God’s great love for her and reiterating her great value to Him.

Release:  We release her for future usefulness to the Master and commission her for ministry in the next place.  The details of her next duty station or future plans should be enumerated here.  At this point, the sister being farewelled should be given the opportunity to briefly share a few words.  As in all other similar situations, it is never a bad idea to gently suggest a time limit (“Would you like to say a few words?  We have a spare minute before Judy’s scheduled time, if you wish.”).  This serves to direct her and model consideration for others, our teachers and their preparation time, etc.  A time of prayer to commit her to the Lord should close this time of commissioning.  Having others come and stand with her (or laying hands on her) is sometimes appreciated.  However this must be always consistent from farewell to farewell.  Avoid just special, popular people getting a crowd around them at their farewells, while the “average” participant receives only a quick word while she stands alone.  This was not Jesus’ model of intentional care in saying farewell.

Extend Appreciation:  It is appropriate, although totally optional, for chapters to honor women with a small gift shortly before they are to leave the group.  Many chapters have a standard gift that they bestow on each woman which reminds them of the service they have rendered, or the location in which they have served.  A survival kit with symbolic items, a cross-stitched bookmark, or perhaps a copy of When the Boxes Are Unpacked, by Susan Miller, could be given to every woman departing the group.  Each board must also decide how to gift those ladies who have invested a great deal in PWOC.  Attempts to be gracious and lavish in the way we honor these servants, must always be weighed with wisdom as to equity for all those leaving, stewardship of funds, and consideration of individual needs and likes.  Special gifts and honors are in keeping with the doctrine of eternal rewards found throughout scripture.  However, the material gift is not all of the “honoring”; carefully chosen words and scripture, specific to the woman who is leaving, are frequently the most memorable departing gifts.

Take time to thoughtfully say farewell to your PWOC sisters.  It affords one more opportunity to affirm their place in the kingdom and their usefulness to the King of Kings.  By providing closure, affirmation, release and extending appreciation, we remind our sisters Who they are, why they were here with us and where they are headed in Christ.  By intentionally caring for their departure, we model truth for each onlooker and spur the departing sister on toward love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24).

Special thanks to Kathryn Perez of the Fort Bragg PWOC and Julie Stoll, Titus II advisor of PWOC-USA for their editorial input in the preparation of this resource.
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