Treasurer’s devotional:  Delight in the Lord through Giving



This devotion was prepared by Julia Waterman, former President and Treasurer of the PWOC chapter at Fort Campbell, KY.  She is currently serving as President of the PWOC chapter at Mountain Home AFB, Idaho.  Julia invites you to offer this devotion at your PWOC if the Lord so leads.
I want to talk about delighting in the Lord, worshipping Him today.  This topic may seem like a strange one for the treasurer to be addressing, but giving really is an important part of our worship.  Many people think that worship is just singing praise songs or maybe praying.  Worship is recognizing who we are in relation to who God is; so singing to Him certainly is a key part of a life of worship.  But a life of worship involves more than just an offering of music.  A life of worship means that everything in my life flows out of my understanding of who I am in relation to Him.  That first requires me to recognize who God is.  God is the Creator of the universe, Sovereign Lord, King of Kings, Maker and Keeper of all things.  He is infinite in wisdom, power, and love.  Next I must recognize who I am:  in a word, I am the created.  If God is the great I am, then I am the am not.  I am NOT the creator of the universe.  I am NOT the Sovereign Lord.  I am NOT the King of Kings.  I am NOT the maker and keeper of all things.  I am NOT infinite in wisdom, power, and love.  Does that mean that I am a bug to be crushed under the heel of an angry god?  Absolutely not!  For some reason, known only to God Himself, He has chosen to love me through Christ.  I am the object of His longing, a child of the covenant, an adopted daughter.  He pursues me and woos me and lovingly forms me into the image of His Son.  I am the apple of His eye; incredibly, He delights in me!  Still He is the potter and I am the clay.  Doesn’t most sin come from the idea, whether conscious or unconscious, that God and I are somehow equal?  That my knowledge is equal to His?  Wasn’t that Eve’s idea?

Again, living a life of worship means that everything I do reflects my understanding of who I am and who God is.  Everything else in my life flows from that revelation:  my mothering, my marriage, the activities in which I choose to be involved, the words that I choose to speak, my attitudes, my diligence in work, my appearance, and yes, even my finances (you knew I’d get around to that!).  Even my giving is an act of worship (recognizing who I am and who God is).  Let’s look at an example from scripture of a man who worshipped God through his gifts.

Let’s consider 1 Chronicles 28 and 29.  These chapters are absolutely rich….  For background, King David is in the waning days of his reign and has assembled the leaders of the nation of Israel.  His son, Solomon, is to succeed him as king and will build the temple to house the Ark of the Covenant (God’s dwelling place on earth at the time).  David was not allowed to build the temple because he was a warrior, but he was given extensive plans from the Lord.  (1 Chronicles 28:19 “All this”, David said, “I have in writing from the hand of the LORD upon me, and he gave me understanding in all the details of the plan.”)  David had already received plans for the building of the temple and had given a large portion of his personal wealth to that end.  Let’s look at 1 Chronicles 29:1-3.  This passage shows us three things about David’s gifts that should be a template for our own giving:  David gave to God’s work as God led, he gave of his finances and his heart, and he worshipped God through his giving (realizing who he was in relation to who God is).  (Read the verses.)
The first thing that I want us to see is that David gave to support the specific work of the LORD that God had placed on his heart.  He did not give his personal treasures to just any guy passing by on a camel or someone with a sad story that touched his heart.  He had heard clearly from the Lord about this particular project, so he knew with certainty that his giving would be used to glorify God.  Most of 1 Chronicles 28 deals with God’s plan for the temple:  the structure of the temple building, the surrounding courtyards and adjacent buildings, the duties of its staff, the making of its furniture and utensils, and the construction of the cherubim for the Most Holy Place where the ark was to rest.  It’s important for you to hear from the Lord about how your resources are spent as well.  Pray about where your money should go and make sure that your tithes and offerings are supporting the work that God has laid on your heart.
After detailing what his own donations to the temple building were going to be, David next set forth a challenge to the general assembly, a challenge to give wealth and to give themselves.  1 Chronicles 29:5, “Who will then offer willingly, consecrating himself today to the Lord?”  First, David challenges the people to give their wealth to the work of the LORD willingly.  Michael Wilcock says that, “Our equivalent of the Jerusalem temple is ‘something constructive done for the glory of the Lord’… it may not be a building at all.”  But we are told here that whatever it may be, thoroughly practical donations in cash and in kind will be expected from us.  The New Testament churches are taught this principle in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 where Paul devotes two whole chapters to the matter of giving.  It is seen put into practice in Acts 11.  The second part of verse 9 challenges the people to set themselves apart for the worship of the LORD.  (Read Acts 11:9b.)  David sets forth the example of giving not only of one's financial resources but also of one's whole heart as an act of worship.  Are you giving your money and your life to God?  Has he invaded every area of your life?  Your friendships?  Your pride?  Your spending?  Your anger?  Your body?  Your giving?  Have you laid down everything before Him?

Finally, David worships God in verses 10-14 “Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor for everything in heaven and earth is yours.  Yours, O Lord is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.  Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.  But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?  Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”  Ladies, we have to let go of the idea that what we see on our husband’s LES is somehow ours to divvy out as we want.  God might get lucky, and we’ll give back a little…. After the people have given so generously, David offers a prayer of praise to God affirming who God is and who they are.  If worship is everything that flows out of understanding who we are and who God is, then the giving of our money is most certainly an act of worship.  David says that everything they had came from God.  Returning it back to Him is a recognition of who He is.  It is worship.
So David taught us three lessons in the way that he provided for the building of the temple:  give to God's work as He leads, give your finances and your heart, and worship God through giving.
Now let’s look at one example of a present day temple (something constructive done for the glory of God)—PWOC.  Many of you do not know how this ministry is run from a financial perspective.  PWOC is a function of the military chapel.  We are the women’s ministry of all of the protestant chapels on this installation.  Our funding comes in two parts:  (The following explanation is peculiar to the PWOC of the author.  It is included only to give you any idea of the topics you might want to address in this section of the devotion.  Re-write this paragraph to accurately reflect how the funding of your PWOC is handled.)  1) the offerings that we collect here every week, and 2) a portion of the offerings taken up each week from the chapels.  We get roughly 40% of our money from our own offerings.  The portion that we receive from the chapel offerings can be increased or reduced by the Installation Chaplain based on the needs of all the organizations who get a piece.  All money placed in the offering plate at PWOC goes into our sub-account.  The money that we receive is shared between the 17 separate committees that make up the board.  Each committee has a set amount that they are allowed to spend over the course of the entire year.
Our biggest expense at PWOC is childwatch (again, rewrite this paragraph to accurately depict the expenses your PWOC faces)—approximately $900 a month.  We spend about $3,000 a year for Bible study books.  General meetings cost about $200 each.  Each month also carries miscellaneous expenses.  That’s our outgo.  Let’s look at our income.  Over the last 8 weeks since kick-off our average weekly collection at PWOC is about $125 and our portion of the general fund about $175 a week for a total of $300 or about $1,200/month.  Everything that we purchase comes from that total:  stamps for the first timer letters, forks for the general meetings, diaper wipes for the nurseries, conference expenses, new books for the library, decorations for general meetings, childwatch for praise and worship practice, juice for Blessed Hope Café, etc., etc.  If you do the math, the income and outgo are fairly close every month and some months we have to put off purchases in order to meet higher priorities.  If what we are spending begins to exceed what we are taking in, then we will have to prayerfully re-evaluate some of our expenditures.  Perhaps we’ll need to have volunteers every week instead of paid workers or take donations only for general meetings.  (Devotion can be used as is from this point on) When our funds are lower than usual, I am not distressed because I have faith that the God who owns cattle on a thousand hillsides can accomplish that which He plans.  God has provided and will continue to provide for His work.  That which He has planted will not be uprooted.
I am not sharing this with you to pressure you to give more to this ministry.  I am telling you of the specific needs of our temple building project.  David also gave, and challenged the assembly to give, to fill specific needs.  God had revealed to him what the needs of the temple were down to the weight of gold needed for the lamp stands.  There are many other worthwhile ministries.  Ours is not the only one.  Notice, however, that David went first to those who would benefit from the building of the temple to ask for help.  Eventually Solomon made arrangements with the leaders of other nations for some materials, but the free will offering he solicited from those who would benefit most from the ministry of the temple.  I would challenge you to consider whether PWOC is a place that ministers to you.  Are you spiritually fed here?  Do you enjoy fellowship here?  Are you challenged with the word of God here?  If you are, then I would encourage you to pray about what you should give to this temple building project.  Follow David’s example in giving:  seek God’s leading, give Him your money and your heart, and recognize that all that you have was given to you by God in the first place.  Worship Him by returning to Him that which was His in the first place.
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